Serial No.: 09/988,016 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A high voltage spark gap device 

for a high -power electric generator, said — devic e — being — dooigned 

for high voltagoo and comprisingj_ 

an electric trigger syste m ( 4 , — &hrj_ further mo j:: e 

at least two mutually spaced spherical m ain electrodes — 

which i - n particular are gpher e s — andr — that cooperate pairwise-^ — j_ 

and 

means — fl^ — te — clooo — th e for closing a current loop that are 
separated by a dielectric — from the main electrodes , wherein 
charactQrizQd in that 

the electric trigger system — ^A-, — S)- comprises as many trigger 
electrodes — 1€> as there are main electrodes — in the spark gap 
device, said trigger electrodes — — being — fitted — with — each 
including a protective insulator — 144- and said trigger electrodes 
each located b e ing recoived in a different main electrode — ^Sf of 
the spark gap device . 
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2 - (Currently Amended) Spark The high voltage spark gap 
de vi ce — W — — a — high - powor — e l e ctric — g e n e rator — as — claim e d — ift 
according to claim ^1, charac tori god — in — that — the — opark — q&p 
device ^ o f urther comprising slides, wherein said slides hold said 
main electrodes^ — — are k e pt in place on the dielectric — f2-) — by 
means of olidoo — 

3. (Currently Amended) A The high voltage spark gap device 
fe^a? — a — high - powor — e l e ctric — generator — as — claimed — in according to 
claim 2 , characterized in that further comprising means for urging 
the main electrodes — may— to slide in the slides — ^8^ — and may be 

individually — forced — by — m e ans (-9^ — such — as — springs against the 

dielectric — f3> . 
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4. (Currently Amended) A — The high voltage spark gap device 
— a — high - pow e r — oloctrie — gonorator — ae — claimed — in — according to 

claim 1 , characterigod in that further comprising a spacer, wherein 
said device — is a high-voltage, multi-gap spark device for 
operating in air at atmospheric pressure — ea? — at — high e r — preooure , 
tt^re — a gap between the main electrodes being controlled by a — said 
spacer — (10) . 

5 . (Currently Amended) A — The high voltage spark gap device 
-f^-) — for — a — high - power — oloctrie — generator — as — claimed in —according 
to claim 1, charact e rized — in — that wherein the dielectric -^2^ 
Gcnsioto of comprises thin insulating layers . 

6 . (Currently Amended) The high voltageA spark gap device 
-f^-) — for a high - powor — e lectric generator — as — claim e d in —according 
to claim 1 , char ac tori zed in that wherein the protecting insulator 
44-) — io provided by comprises a portion of a high-voltage cable. 


4 


Serial No.: 09/988,016 

7 . (Currently Amended) The high voltageA spark gap device 
f€« — a — high - powor — Glectric — g e nerator — as — claimed — ia — according to 
claim 1, charactcrigcd in tha t wherein the trigger electrode -(-&) — is 
comprises a rigid tube. 

S . (New) The high voltage spark gap device according to 
claim 3, wherein said means for urging each main electrode 
comprises a spring. 

9. (New) The high voltage spark gap device according to 
claim 4, wherein said device is operative at a pressure higher 
than atmospheric pressure. 
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